
 
 

RHUBARB FARM        
 
More information can also be found on the Rhubarb Farm website 
www.rhubarbfarm.co.uk  and on the Rhubarb Farm Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/RhubarbFarmCIC   

 

Rhubarb Farm is a horticultural social enterprise set up and registered as a 
Community Interest Company (CIC  No. 7059841) on 28th October 2009.  It started 
operating on long-disused allotment land in January 2011. 
 
Rhubarb Farm is based on 2 acres of land in Langwith, an ex-pit village, situated at the 
end of Hardwick Street, Langwith, NG20 9DR.  
 
The Farm grows a wide variety of fruit (soft and top fruit) and vegetables, as well as 
having approx 100 hens, and sporadically throughout the year having weaner pigs.  
Flowers are also grown for bunches sold to a local farm shop in the summer months 
and there is a large comfrey patch, producing large quantities of comfrey fertiliser for 
use on flowering crops. 
 
It provides employment, work placements, training and volunteering opportunities 
for people with long-term needs - unemployed, ex-offenders, NEETS (young people 
not in education or training), recovering drug and alcohol misusers, ex-servicemen 
with PTSD, older people who want to stay fit and engaged or who have dementia, 
people who have physical  or mental ill health,  or learning disability in the Mansfield, 
Bassetlaw (Notts) and Bolsover, North-East Derbs and Chesterfield (Derbs) District 
Council areas.   A number of volunteers are now paying placements, because of high 
support needs and school students funded by their schools on placement 1-3 days a 
week at the Farm. 
 
Everyone who comes is called a volunteer, to acknowledge their value and the 
economic contribution they make, no matter what their needs or abilities. About 70 
volunteers a week are supported by the Farm. 
 
We provide therapeutic outdoor activities through the organic growing of fruit and 
vegetables in a safe and supervised surrounding.  This is the core means of 
engagement for volunteers, but they are the reason for our existence.  Support needs, 
no knowledge of growing and some turnover of volunteers means that we suffer 
'therapeutic loss' whereby our crop production is much less with 70 volunteers than if 
just a handful of knowledgeable people farmed the same piece of land. 
 
Rhubarb Farm has 19 staff, some of whom originally came to the Farm as volunteers.  
 



The horticultural facilities are 7 polytunnels - 3 20x7m polytunnels (one with 
overhead irrigation and 2 with gutters for water harvesting), 3 small scruffy 
polytunnels and a new Keder house for seed propagation.  There is a large pot store, 
an orchard, composting area with 6 big bays, flower beds, two patches of rhubarb and 
herb areas.  Water is harvested off most structures on site, including the 2 largest 
polytunnels.  Two water tanks (2,600l and 13,000l) enable us to save water in the 
winter, and a pump is used to pump the water out of the tanks for the crops.   
 
Rhubarb Farm supplies produce to Welbeck Farm shop, local restaurants and pubs, 
local shops and a small veg bag customer base.  There is a small Farm shop open twice 
a week for customers to come in an buy seasonal produce.  Beehives on site kept by a 
local beekeeper also provide honey for sale. 
 
Rhubarb Farm runs various projects and events and is a dynamic and imaginative 
enterprise.  A Garden Maintenance Team (GMT) of staff and volunteers does garden 
work and facility maintenance for local people and parish councils.  Training 
programmes run constantly for volunteers and staff.   We have a  minibus and a car 
for deliveries and GMT. We support local community activities like tree planting and 
litter-picking.  We have extensive networks and good partnership relationships in 
both Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire.  The Farm had edible features at the new RHS 
Chatsworth Flower Show in 2017, 2018 and 2019 and was to have had an RHS- 
sponsored feature in 2020. 
 
Toilet facilities are two composting toilets.  The produce from these is used for the 
fruit trees. 
 
Prior to the pandemic, the Farm had also been running a Community Café for older 
people, a membership Community Pantry for people in food poverty, and receiving 
weekly food deliveries from Fareshare.  At the start of the pandemic the Farm 
adapted its work to providing weekly deliveries of food bags to people in food and 
emotional distress, and weekly cooked meals to older isolated people.  Horticulture 
continued throughout the pandemic, and is central to our activities. 
 
Conditions on site are rudimentary, with most facilities being portacabins.  A project 
to construct a strawbale building to house all facilities has commenced, and 
architectural drawings are now being made. 
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